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The Lee County Homeless Coalition, Inc. was incorporated on December 4, 2008 as a private, not-for-profit 

Florida corporation under the provisions of Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes. The function of the Coalition 

was established pursuant to Florida Statute 420.623 to plan, network, coordinate, and monitor the delivery of 

services to the homeless. The Coalition operated under the umbrella of the Department of Human Services from 

October 2004 through August 31, 2009. 

On September 1, 2009 the Lee County Homeless Coalition officially separated from the Lee County Department 

of Human Services (now the Lee County Department of Human and Veteran Services) as an independent agency. 

The mission of the Coalition is to “advocate, educate, and promote awareness of issues and obstacles facing 

homeless individuals in Lee County through community collaboration, planning and implementing solutions.” 

The Coalition has 77 paid members including nonprofit agencies, businesses, faith-based organizations, 

advocates, and people who are currently or have been previously homeless. The general Coalition meets 

monthly as do the committees that focus on Resources, Events, Data and Communications. We are active in the 

Governance Board of the Continuum of Care in Lee County, the Lee County Sheriff Office Re-entry Task Force, 

the Aids Healthcare Foundation Advisory Board and the Bob Janes Triage Center Governing meetings to name 

a few. 

The Coalition was involved in a variety of activities and media events designed to raise public awareness on 

homeless issues. Included in this Annual Report are some of the activities and community events that the 

Coalition engaged in during this past fiscal year. 

The Lee County Homeless Coalition- Assistance to Member Agencies 
The Coalition works with individuals and agencies to identify potential gaps within our local continuum of 

homeless care. Each year we use profits from our fundraisers to assist our member agencies who may have 

encountered diminished funding, an increase in need or who want to address a specific issue. Our usual process 

is to make available our Community Grant. This year, due to the impacts from COVID 19, our procedure was 

changed. Thousands in our area were struggling to put food on the table and our member agencies increased 

their services. Food Pantries and free meals were priorities for our community. Urgent assistance was necessary. 

The Coalition responded by donating $1000 each to Community Cooperative, Fort Myers Rescue Mission, Harry 

Chapin Food Bank, Midwest Food Bank, St. Martin de Porres, The Salvation Army and We Care Outreach for 

COVID emergency funding. The Coalition had additional funds to distribute in the amount of $25,500. 

Understanding that our agencies were working harder than ever we did not want to require the additional work 

of submitting a grant proposal. In its place the Coalition distributed a simple survey inquiring to agency needs. 

The following member agencies received funding. The Coalition was pleased to be able to offer this funding to 

our members and assist those who needed help.  



Earlier this year, the Coalition was able to assist Fort Myers Rescue Mission with $1,500 in funds to help install 

a camera (required by their insurance company) so that their free meal program could continue.  In addition, 

the Coalition donated $2,000 to the Lee County Sheriff Office Jail Reentry program to ensure that inmates who 

are homeless or at risk of homelessness leave with Florida identification. Identification is required to apply for 

employment, obtain housing, fill prescriptions, see a doctor or dentist, and so much more. The program has 

been reducing recidivism, helping these individuals become self-sufficient and saving tax dollars! 

15th Annual Dinner and Silent Auction, November 2, 2019 
The Lee County Homeless Coalition raised more than $31,000 during the organization’s All-Star Sports-themed 

fifteenth annual dinner and silent auction held Nov. 2 at the Crowne Plaza at Bell Tower Shops in Fort Myers. 

The event had 9 Gold Sponsors, 6 Silver Sponsors and 10 Bronze Sponsors.  Approximately 220 guests 

attended and bid on 75 donated auction items. The funds raised help the Lee County Homeless Coalition and 

its partners to continue their mission to make homelessness rare, brief, and one-time in Lee County.  

Hosted by master of ceremonies Earnest Graham, Ret. Running Back, Tampa Bay Bucs & Head Football Coach 

at Evangelical Christian School, the event featured special guest speaker Desmond Meade, President FRRC- 

“From Homelessness to One of TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in 2019”.  Music was performed 

by 41 South. The funds raised help the Lee County Homeless Coalition and its partners to continue their 

mission to end homelessness in Lee County. 

This past year’s Dean Blietz Annual Memorial Award for outstanding community service was presented to 

Dorothy Adams. Dorothy is an amazing “young woman” of 95 years old, who volunteers every day of her life. 

She has been volunteering and helping St. Martin de Porres Outreach since they began serving dinner in 2014. 

Dorothy helps with creating a dinner for over 100 people two of the five nights that dinner is served each 

week. She not only cooks and helps serve, but she works hard to ensure that every individual who comes in is 

treated properly. Her goal is to make every one of the individuals coming in to eat feel loved, accepted, and 

respected, and she delivers it in style. Congratulations Dorothy! 

Homeless Challenge, November 23, 2019  
The Lee County Board of County Commissioners officially proclaimed the month of November as “Hunger and 

Homelessness Awareness Month", a time designated to educate the public and bring awareness to the needs 

of the homeless. Each year, the Coalition hosts a homeless challenge in mid-November to correspond with 

Hunger and Homeless Awareness Month. The Lee County Homeless Coalition sponsored several events during 

November to engage the community. This year’s Homeless Challenge, “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes”, took place 

on November 23. 

Those participating in “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes” became familiar with the social services network and 

• Affordable Homeownership Foundation- $3,000 

• Cape Coral Caring Center- $3,000 

• Lehigh Community Center-$2,000 

• Our Mother’s Home-$1,500 

• Goodwill of SWFL- $1,500 

• Jewish Family & Children Services-$1,500 

• St. Martin de Porres-$1,500 

• Beacon of Hope PI-$2,000 

• Gladiolus Food Pantry-$2,000 

• Hearts and Homes for Veterans-$1,000 

• Children’s Network of SWFL-$2,000 

• We Care Outreach-$1,500 

• Community Cooperative-$2,000 

• St. Mathew’s House-$1,000 



methods of everyday survival. The activity was designed to educate and promote awareness. They joined for a 

meal and walked several miles to visit various homeless provider agencies and shelters. The day’s agenda 

included discussions with law enforcement, emergency room staff, and some of our partner agencies. The goal 

was to have participants come away with a better understanding of the scope of the problem and how the 

system dealt with the hardships of homelessness.  

For those unable to attend a “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes”, there were other ways to participate in National 

Homeless Awareness Month. Individuals were encouraged to collect or donate non-perishable food or clothing, 

volunteer professional services to provide aid to the homeless, ask their employer or school to host or sponsor 

a fundraising event, donate funds to a non-profit shelter, food pantry or support “FPL’s Care to Share” program. 

22nd Annual Candlelight Vigil, December 21, 2019  
The community came together on the steps of the Old Courthouse to memorialize twenty-seven homeless 

individuals who died during the year while living on the streets or in a homeless shelter in Lee County with the 

lighting of candles. For the second year in a row, the weather did not cooperate. There was wind and rain, not 

quite as bad as the previous year but adjustments to the program needed to be made. Luminaries were set up 

under an alcove. Approximately 80 people braved the weather and came out to pay their respects.  

The Candlelight Vigil included remarks by Lee County Homeless Coalition representatives, Janet Bartos, 

executive director, and Amy Davies, Board Chair. An opening prayer was presented by Rev. Christian Maxfield 

of All Souls Episcopal Church. Taps was performed by Harvey Charter, Commander Victor Paul Tuchman Post 

400 Jewish War Veterans. Homeless outreach workers lit the luminaries in honor of those who had died. The 

group led by a member of All Souls Episcopal Church sang Silent Night and Amazing Grace. This event continues 

to bring attention to the tragedy of homelessness and educate our community about the lack of affordable 

housing, shelter, living wages, and accessible health care. 

Census Blitz (Point in Time Count), January 21, 2020  
Every year the Coalition and its volunteers conduct a Point in Time (PIT) census to count the homeless and 

provide data to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The PIT count is also used to 

gather information that allows local service providers to target services to meet the specific needs of the 

homeless in our communities.  

 



This year, our Continuum of Care’s methodology was to combine a known location count and follow up with a 

service-based count. HUD allows counts at service-based agencies to be conducted within a 7-day period after 

the designated count night. A formal training was held on January 21 and teams were established. Members of 

the Lee County Sheriff's Office’s Community Response Unit (CRU) assisted with the count this year.  Not 

counting the Sheriff’s deputies there were eighty-nine volunteers which included 43 students from Florida 

Gulf Coast University. Numerous locations throughout Lee County were surveyed with the final count 

conducted at our Homeless Service Day and Veteran Stand Down. Flyers were developed to drive people to 

outreach locations prior to the count. Volunteers used both paper surveys and ArcGIS to conduct unsheltered 

homeless counts. ArcGIS is a geographic information system for working with maps and geographic 

information. It allowed the volunteers to use their phones instead of a paper survey.  Those participating in 

the survey were provided resource guides and bus passes. The coalition built a special website at 

www.homelesscount.com for the event where volunteers could sign up and view training videos and 

documents. 

 

The PIT count, which asked people where they slept the night of January 21, 2020, included both sheltered 

and unsheltered homeless individuals and families. The PIT count documented 444 homeless persons, of 

whom ninety-three (20.94%) were chronically homeless according to the HUD definition. HUD defines chronic 

homelessness as “an unaccompanied adult homeless individual with a disabling condition who has either 

continuously been homeless for a year or more or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past 

three years.” Among the 444 persons surveyed, 39.41% percent reported having a disabling condition. Also, 

among the 444 were thirty-four families with seventy-six children. Veterans made up 3.82% percent of those 

surveyed. Data obtained through the Lee County Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) and PIT 

count found that during the year, there were an estimated 2,714 people experiencing homelessness in Lee 

County. 

 

Housing and service programs for the homeless are provided in part through Continuum of Care funds from 

HUD. The 2019 Continuum of Care funding announcements were made in March 2020. Lee County was 

awarded funding to sustain existing programs and begin new programs that provide housing and services to 

persons experiencing homelessness. These programs are operated by Lee County Human and Veterans 

Services, Community Assisted and Supported Living, Lee County Housing Development Corporation, Jewish 

Family and Children Services, Saint Vincent de Paul, Goodwill Industries of SWFL, and The Salvation Army. The 

total awarded amount was $1,825,537. 

 

 

http://www.homelesscount.com/


 The Lee County Homeless Coalition would like to extend a special thank you to the volunteers that assisted 

with this year’s PIT count. 

Homeless Service Day and Veterans Stand Down, January 25, 2020  
“Stand down” is a military term describing soldiers taking care of other soldiers in a safe, secure place. The goal 

of this event was to provide services that can help break the cycle of homelessness and encourage hope, vision, 

and health. This year’s event was held at City Gate Ministries located in Fort Myers. We served 304 people at 

the Homeless Service Day and Veterans Stand Down. Thirty-four identified themselves as Veterans.  We had 

over 200 volunteers participating in the event.  

There were approximately forty agencies and community groups providing services. Local providers assisted 

with services such as clothing, mental health referrals, substance abuse referrals, immunizations and health 

screenings, employment, housing services, veteran’s benefits, Social Security, spiritual counseling, haircuts, and 

transportation. Participants received back packs, resource books, hygiene kits, bus passes, tarps, blankets, 

flashlights, food bags, and army surplus items. Hot meals were provided. Participants were offered flu, 

pneumonia, and tetanus shots. Lee County Domestic Animal Services provided limited veterinarian services for 

those who had pets. All participants were asked to complete a survey for the Annual Census Blitz. The success 

of this event was due to the wonderful collaboration of agencies and volunteers who came together to help the 

community. 



Homeless Hustle 5K Run/Walk 
The Homeless Hustle 5K Run/Walk was originally planned for March 21 at Lakes Park, however, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, it was transformed into a virtual race. The Lee County Homeless Coalition prepared for 
several months to create the Homeless Hustle 5K Run/Walk in hopes of bringing awareness to the local fight 
against homelessness. Unfortunately, days before the event parks were closed and people were encouraged to 
stay away from crowds and Lakes Park was closed. Participants joined the race by following social distancing 
guidelines and running in their own neighborhoods and sharing 
their results on social media. This created a social buzz and 
allowed everyone to join in on the fun safely, while raising 
awareness and funds for those in our community who did not have 
a safe home to go to.  We had tremendous support from 
sponsors including Fleet Feet Fort Myers and A-Z Promotional 
Products that brought the total of funds raised to $5000.00.  The 
proceeds were distributed to several of our member agencies 
working to help reduce the impact of COVID-19 on our community 
and helping to prevent homelessness, such as Community 
Cooperative, Midwest Food Bank, Harry Chapin Food Bank, We 
Care Outreach, St. Martin de Porres Outreach, Salvation Army and 
Ft. Myers Rescue Mission.  
 

Committee Meetings 

 Data Committee 

This Committee is focused on ensuring the CoC General Membership and Governing Board have timely access 

to the quality data necessary to make data driven planning possible. The Committee is responsible for 1) 

regular review of data reports; tracking system performance; 2) responding to CoC data requests; 3) 

evaluating the quality, timeliness, and accuracy of data input, data management and data reports; and 4) 

maintaining and implementing the Data Quality Plan.  Meetings were held the first Wednesday of each month.  

Resource Committee 

This Committee is focused on the relationship between the agencies that provide housing and services for 

persons experiencing homelessness, and the CoC General Membership. The Committee is responsible for 1) 

engaging agencies who are beginning new homelessness initiatives and connecting them to the CoC; 2) 

obtaining and disseminating information regarding program guidelines, available services, and agency changes 

to the CoC General membership. This committee gathered and evaluated information regarding community 

resources and needs and recommended actions enhance our crisis response system. This committee was 

responsible for choosing Agency Spotlights, developing resource guides, and conducting the annual provider 

survey. They also reviewed gaps in services and discussed community needs. In response to agency needs, this 

committee provided a free workshop titled ‘Intervention Training for Persons in Crisis’. The training was 

designed to teach techniques that improve responses to people in crisis. Speakers were from National Alliance 

for Mental Illness (NAMI); Center for Autism & Related Disabilities (CARD) at USF; and the Alvin A. Dubin 

Alzheimer's Resource Center.  Committee meetings were held the second Thursday of each month at the 

Collaboratory. 

Event Committee 

The Event Committee provided and promoted collaborative leadership in different community sectors to inspire 



and energize residents and service providers to commit to preventing and ending homelessness. This committee 

also organized and executed the annual Point in Time Count, Homeless Service Day and Veteran Stand Down, 

the Candlelight Vigil, Homeless Hustle 5k Walk and activities during the Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 

Month. In August we participated with Better Together to bring a Second Chance Job Fair to our community. 

Meetings were held the first Tuesday of each month from 12-1:00 pm at CityGate.  

Communication Committee 

This Committee is focused on communicating the vision and design of the CoC and the Coordinated Entry 

System to clients, service providers, businesses, faith-based providers, and other stakeholders. The Committee 

is responsible for 1) creating a uniform communications campaign that communicates the shared goals of all 

CoC members, 2) designing, implementing and maintaining a system wide messaging plan to build community 

support and drive system change efforts to enhance our Crisis Response System. Some of this Committee’s 

achievements were designing a logo for Rare, Brief and One-Time experience and creating a power point for 

Diversion training.  Meetings were held the second Tuesday of the month. 

General Coalition Meeting 

This meeting occurs the third Thursday of every month at the Salvation Army. Attendees included nonprofit 

homeless assistance providers, victim service providers, faith-based organizations, governments, businesses, 

advocates, public housing agencies, school districts, social service providers, mental health agencies, hospitals, 

universities, affordable housing developers, law enforcement, veterans service providers, homeless and 

formerly homeless individuals, and other service organizations. These meetings reflect the full membership of 

the CoC, affirm and vote on members of the CoC Governing Board and the Coalition Board of Directors. Each 

committee reports to the General Coalition. One agency is highlighted each month and has an opportunity to 

share their mission and accomplishments. The General Coalition Meeting provides an excellent opportunity to 

network and share information. 

Advocacy and Education 
The Lee County Homeless Coalition participated in 74 activities that promoted awareness and education of 

homeless needs in our area. We continued our Awareness Campaign, which included advertising on a bus bench. 

We were also active in 110 committee /membership meetings and trainings.  

The Lee County Pocket Guide to Emergency Assistance (Green Book) was updated and printed twice this year. 

The booklet was provided to those who needed services and to service providers and agencies. To save cost on 

printing, the Coalition designed a “Homeless Survival Guide”, a one-page document that lists many of the 

agencies that provide service to those who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. It is a smaller version of the 

Green Book that is placed on the website available for download and printing.  These resource guides can be 

found on our website. When our community was shut down due to the coronavirus, the Coalition sent out 

weekly updates on agency hours, program suspensions and any changes to agency operational procedures. We 

also distributed a document with free meal sites and food pantries. The Coalition provides referral information 

and helps those in need make connections that could help them avoid homelessness. This year the Coalition 

was able to assist 822 individuals by referring them to services.  

Over 1,000 bus passes were provided to the community during the Homeless Service Day and Stand Down and 

regularly to our member agencies to assist their clients needing transportation for employment or obtaining 

social services. 



The Coalition advocated for homeless needs during the 2020 Legislative Session. We kept abreast of the issues 

and sent out action alerts when necessary. We participated in conference calls with PinPoint Results, a 

governmental and business development consulting firm that represents the Florida Coalition for the 

Homelessness (FCH). FCH and PinPoint Results worked together to successfully implement legislative and 

executive agendas that represent the interest of Florida’s twenty-seven Continuums of Care.  

This partnership has yielded significant results. They continue to assist us in establishing our priorities and 

advocating for them. Our unified advocacy efforts resulted in a successful FY 2020 Legislative Session.  Important 

funding, like the Challenge and Staffing Grants, were secured.  These funding sources are vital to helping us 

continue our local work to combat homelessness.  Revisions to Florida Statutes were successfully amended 

aligning state and federal law while ensuring continued accountability.  We continue to join with a host of 

stakeholders to raise up the tremendous need for more affordable and supportive housing in our communities. 

Continuum of Care (CoC)  
Homeless Continuums of Care (CoCs) are responsible for creating a plan to prevent and end homelessness in 

their local geographic area, implementing that plan, collecting and using data to assess needs and effectiveness 

of programs, and coordinating local community stakeholders to achieve the plan’s goals. In Lee County, the 

Continuum of Care is a broad group of individual stakeholders and organizations who are engaged to ensure 

that homelessness is rare, brief, and one-time. Collaboration among CoC members occurs through regular 

meetings of the Lee County Homeless Coalition and various subcommittees. Combining our efforts strengthen 

collective impact when addressing the needs of people at risk of or experiencing homelessness.  By design the 

CoC promotes a community-wide commitment to the goal of ending homelessness. It is a prerequisite to 

applying for federal housing grants through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, which is 

done by the Lee County Department of Human and Veteran Services, the lead funding applicant.  

The Coalition worked in conjunction with the Lee County Department of Human and Veteran Services to 

coordinate many facets of the CoC, such as holding meetings of the full membership, appointing committees, 

subcommittees, or workgroups to address CoC goals and objectives and plan and conduct the annual HUD 

mandated Point-In-Time (PIT) count of persons who are homeless. 

• Governance and Ranking Committee  

The passage of the HEARTH Act in 2009 changed how programs and funding from the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) work to help the homeless. One of the requirements in the HEARTH Act 

was the formation of a Governing Board for each local Continuum of Care (CoC). The Lee County CoC Governing 

Board responsibilities include adopting a process for future board members, approving policies and procedures 

for the Lee County CoC, working on goals, objectives, and performance measurements for the CoC, and 

providing semi-annual reports to the general membership of the CoC.  Last year, the Governance Board 

developed and adopted a new CoC Strategic Plan which replaced the 10-Yr Plan to End Homelessness. 

Most government funding comes with a robust set of regulations. Our CoC is expected to address homelessness 

through a coordinated community-based process of identifying the needs and building a system of housing and 

services that addresses those needs. The CoC Governing Board established a process for applying, reviewing, 

and prioritizing project applications for funding in the annual HUD CoC funding competition, DCF State Office 

on Homelessness funding, and any other funding for which the CoC Collaborative Applicant is the eligible 

applicant on behalf of the CoC. 



• Coordinated Entry  

The Lee County Continuum of Care (CoC) established and operated a Coordinated Entry System (CES) that 

provides an initial, comprehensive assessment of the needs of individuals and families for housing and services. 

Coordinated Entry has been designed to provide standardized access and assessment and coordinate housing 

and services for individuals and families experiencing homelessness. Coordinated Entry facilitates referrals and 

housing placements to ensure that individuals and families experiencing homelessness receive appropriate 

assistance with both immediate and long-term housing and service needs. Coordinated Entry shifted the process 

for accessing housing from a “first-come, first-served” method to a structured procedure that prioritizes persons 

experiencing homelessness using uniform tools and data that focuses on identifying, engaging, and housing the 

most acute persons who lack other resources to resolve their homeless episode. 

• Best Practices 

Best practices for effectively ending homelessness include:  

• Housing First programs and policies geared at helping households move into stable permanent 

housing as quickly as possible, followed by the provision of appropriate support services.  

• Service providers that offer increased income and employment opportunities. 

• Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) for chronically homeless households and those with the 

greatest needs. 

• Rapid Re-housing (RRH) to quickly exit households out of homelessness and into permanent 

housing. 

• Diversion of those for whom the homeless system does not offer the best solution. 

• Prevention Services to keep people at imminent risk of homelessness stably housed.  

• Coordinated Entry to ensure data-sharing and appropriate prioritization for housing 

interventions. 

• Data-driven decision making to ensure that resources are being used effectively and efficiently; 

and, 

• A focus on system-wide performance outcomes so the system works well to effectively end 

homelessness for the community. 

• Systems Performance 

HUD has developed seven system-level performance measures to help communities gauge their progress in 

preventing and ending homelessness:  

1. Length of time persons remain homeless.  

2. The extent to which persons who exit homelessness to permanent housing destinations return to 

homelessness.  

3. Number of homeless persons.  

4. Jobs and income growth for homeless persons in CoC Program-funded projects.  

5. Number of persons who become homeless for the first time.  

6. Homelessness prevention and housing placement of persons defined by Category 3 of HUD’s homeless 

definition in CoC Program-funded projects.  

7. Successful housing placement: The purpose of these measures is to provide a more complete picture of 

how well a community is preventing and ending homelessness.  

The number of homeless persons (measure number three) correlates with a CoC’s progress toward eliminating 



homelessness by counting the number of people experiencing homelessness both at a point in time and over 

the course of a year. The six other measures help communities understand how well they are reducing the 

number of people who become homeless and helping people become quickly and stably housed. System 

performance measures data that enables communities to evaluate and improve their performance. Because 

these are system-level measures, they can reveal significant information about how well homelessness 

assistance programs are functioning and where improvements are necessary.  

The data helps identify CoC gaps in data and services. It is critical for CoCs to consider the populations they are 

serving when evaluating their performance and potential system changes. Populations such as youth, seniors, 

victims of domestic violence, and people experiencing chronic homelessness have unique circumstances. 

Coalition committees are active in reviewing the data and identifying unmet needs. 

Training, Technical Assistance and Research 
The Coalition hosted, participated, and collaborated to provide several training opportunities and technical 

assistance to provider agencies. As mentioned earlier, the Resource Committee hosted ‘Intervention Training 

for Persons in Crisis’ a Free Workshop for Providers. This training was designed to teach techniques that 

improve responses to people in crisis. The Communications Committee developed a Diversion power point 

that was distributed electronically to the CoC so that agencies could provide this training periodically or 

whenever they have new staff.  Diversion is a strategy that prevents homelessness for people seeking shelter 

by helping them identify immediate alternate housing arrangements and, if necessary, connecting them with 

services and financial assistance to help them return to permanent housing. Diversion programs can reduce 

the number of families becoming homeless, the demand for shelter beds, and the size of program wait lists. 

The Coalition along with the Lee County CoC arranged for a series of trainings to be provided by Florida 

Housing Coalition.  The series was to begin in April and end in March and was scheduled to be held at the Fort 

Myers Regional Library. Unfortunately, the COVID 19 pandemic began and a stay at home order was issued.  

All in person trainings were cancelled.  To replace the trainings, Florida Housing Coalition developed four 

specific webinars for our CoC.  They were offered in May and June.  

An abundance of research has demonstrated permanent housing is not only the most effective way to end 

homelessness, it is also the most cost effective.  Providing a safe, stable home allows households to find 

sustainable employment, afford childcare and necessities, and contribute to the economy.  However, new 

challenges are emerging—the COVID-19 economic crisis could dramatically increase homelessness. As the 

economic toll from the coronavirus outbreak continues to mount, it is anticipated COVID-19 will significantly 

impact housing stability and homelessness, and the recovery may be long.  While studies are being published 

with rough estimates on how many renters will be impacted, there is no way to know the extent of the 

economic fallout. Elder homelessness has been on the rise for the last couple of years and experts predict it 

will continue to grow for the next decade. In Lee County, between 2015-2019, we have seen a 57% increase in 

senior woman who are experiencing homelessness. Additional gaps contributing to homelessness are the 

need for employment and stronger income opportunities along with inadequate access to physical and 

behavioral health care. Homeless Coalition Committees review and address these issues through advocacy and 

by providing information to the CoC Governing board for planning activities.  

Thank You for Continued Community Support 
The Lee County Homeless Coalition is funded in part through contracts from Lee County Department of 
Human Services and the State of Florida Department of Children and Families. The Coalition also receives 
private donations as well as those received through fundraising and membership dues. Approximately 300 

https://apnews.com/1c0c92ce66ddba8dd88a4c66d83506be


volunteers assisted the Coalition this year. We had several businesses and organizations that collected 
donations for us.   
 
Professor Billy O’Dell’s class from Florida Gulf Coast University began a Kindness Project last year. The 
students made back packs filled with hygiene and other necessary items and donated to the coalition, not just 
one time but numerous times.  This is an on-going project that we very much appreciate. Donations were also 
received from the Cycle Forward, Feet Fleet, Good Shepherd United Methodist Woman, Weston and Sampson 
Engineering, Knights of Columbus St. Andrews, Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Naval Academy Alumni, 
Unitarian Universalist Church,  Pine Lakes Woman’s Club, Heights Elementary School and All Faiths Unitarian 
Congregation. We also receive many financial donations from the public. The community’s generosity and 
support are amazing.  The Coalition is required to have its finances audited each year. If you are interested in 
our financial reports, they can be found on our website. The Coalition appreciates the community coming 
together and supporting our efforts to end homelessness in Lee County. We could not do what we do without 
our volunteers! Many thanks to all our volunteers for their support and contributions. Let us all work together 
to make homelessness rare, brief, and one-time. 
 
 
 
 

 



  



 

 

  

To learn more about the Lee County 

Homeless Coalition, please visit our 

website at www.leehomeless.org. 

http://www.leehomeless.org/
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How did you hear about us? _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment Enclosed Please Charge my ____ VISA _____ MasterCard 

____________________________________________________________ Card Number 

_________ Exp. Date ______ CSC (3 digits on the back)  

________________________________________________________________ Name on the Card 

_______________________________________________________________________ Signature 

Name ___________________________ Address ________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ____________________________ Home Phone _____________________________  

Cell Phone ______________________ Email _____________________________________ 

 
$500 

  

$250 
  

$125 
 

Please accept this general donation to be used 

where needed. 

$75 

  

$35 

  

Candlelight Vigil  

 Donation Information 

 $ _________ other 

My donation is in memory of (name):  

______________________________________ 

Relationship: ___________________________  

(spouse, parent, friend, etc.). 

Donate online at: www.leehomeless.org 

LCHC is funded by the Lee County Department of Human and Veteran Services and your thoughtful and 

generous contributions.  

Donations are tax-deductible. LCHC is a 501c3 non-profit organization. 

239.322.6600  

We thank you for your support and kindness! 

 

 

 

 


